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Dear Friends,

We welcome your 8th grader into the Confirmation Program at First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn, IL! 

Most of you remember your own Confirmation experience, you were 14, and uncomfortable in a lace dress or you were scratching your neck from the tie that you were forced to wear! It’s generally the day that most of us made a commitment to our faith community, mostly to get our parents off our backs, but also because we were curious about what Christianity was really all about.

Youth:  The confirmation experience is about so much more than pleasing your parents; please know you are not in a minority if this is why you are here. Although, we can promise you that this will be a year that you will never forget, confirmation is more than just something to check-off your list of Life To-Do’s. 

What is it then? It’s a year where you can learn Christian history and doctrine; to discover our own faith’s heritage: who we came from; why we do things the what we do; how we fit into the ever evolving Christian tradition, both as Christians and members of the United Church of Christ.  It’s a time where you can confront truths and fears, and where you can test out your faith in a welcoming and safe space with trusted friends. 

But the real question is “What do you look forward to learning in the coming year?”
Friendship
Challenge  
Testimony 
Love 
Revelation  
Wrestling 
Knowledge   Wisdom          Answers
Mentors

Parents: Confirmation will provide you the chance to support your youth on their own faith journey, both encouraging them to be active in the program and as a faithful companion as your youth asks questions. It’s an opportunity to explore your own beliefs and question again. It’s an opportunity to learn new spiritual practices. As studies show, US youth’s religious practices mirror their parents own religious experiences, look at this year as a personal Re-Confirmation!
Confirmation Requirements & Details

Our Confirmation Meeting is Wednesday, September 15 at 8 pm in the Chapel. All Confirmands and Parents must attend this mandatory meeting. At this meeting, we will describe in detail any and all requirements, as well as pass out the program calendar, introduce key leaders and teachers, and offer a space for Q&A.

Youth Education Open House Schedule
6:30-7 pm Dinner in Pilgrim Hall, FCCGE

7-8 pm Youth Education Open House in Pilgrim Hall, FCCGE
7:30-8 pm Pre-Confirmation Meeting, Youth Room

8-8:30 pm Confirmation Meeting, Chapel
Confirmation Class & Credits
Beginning with September 19th, Confirmands will meet Sunday mornings at 10:30 am and attend weekly classes, as well as periodically attend our worship services. We are blessed to have Jan Rajeck and Nancy Djangi serving once again as our Lead Teachers as they continue to faithfully guide our 8th graders. 

Confirmands are expected to attend all classes, which will at times include church visits. We know that this isn’t always possible, and if you must miss a week, please e-mail Rachel Bahr for the summarized make-up lesson. Please read through the lesson, complete the activity, and place in my mail box to receive credit. This is the only way to receive credit for the missed class. There is a minimum number of class credits required to be confirmed, and each youth must meet this requirement. If for some reason you believe that you will not have enough credits, please come and talk with me in a timely manner so that we can address this before an issue arises. 
Confirmation Church Visits
Confirmands will also visit 3 churches to see what is similar and what is unique about these faith communities in comparison to our own. This year we will visit, Trinity United Church of Christ, in Chicago, St. Petronille of Glen Ellyn, IL, and St. Joseph’s in Wheaton, IL. 
Confirmation Service Hours

Confirmands are also expected to meet a minimum of 15 hours of service work. Many of our youth already commit time and efforts to the community, and this is an opportunity to be intentional about where they give their talents. Each youth must document her time, and have their work reviewed and approved by a Confirmation teacher or leader. To help you, we will communicate possible service and justice opportunities for our youth throughout the program year, both group and individual service hours will be accepted.  
Confirmation & Crosswalk Attendance
Confirmands must also attend CrossWalk (which is our Church Dinner on the 1st Wednesday of every month: October – April) for dinner at 6:15 pm and Fellowship programs at 7:00 pm. Please remember to sign-up in advance for these dinners by e-mailing Susie Temple, stemple@pinnacleinnovationsinc.com. You can find the sign-up sheet in the church lobby two weeks before each Crosswalk. Pre-paying for your meals is highly encouraged.
Confirmation Lock-ins
We will have two lock-ins for the Confirmation Youth, one in the Fall and one in the Spring. Friday, October 1st will be the first. We will have a dinner for the Confirmand & Sponsors from 7-8 pm, and that night we will have a Lock-in that night wake up on Saturday, October 2nd and our youth and sponsors will attend the Confirmation Day at Elmhurst College, where we will attend a concert by Sheltered Reality. Please RSVP to Rachel@firstconge.org by Sunday, September 19th.
Confirmation Retreat

This will be our first year of offering a Confirmation Retreat for our 7th and 8th grade youth. January 14-16th we will retreat to UCC Campgrounds to deepen the relationships between youth and leaders, provide opportunities for fellowship, contemplation, and faith learning. The youth will also be assigned their Faith Project Assignment this weekend. The details of the event will come later. Sign-up by turning in a check of $135 to Rachel Bahr, or in my church mailbox, by October 3, 2010.

Confirmation Canoe Trip
Our Confirmands will end their 8th grade year by canoeing the Boundary Waters of WI. Our trip organizer is none other than the awesome Dave Hecht. Please set aside Sunday, July 31, 2011 –Saturday, August 6th in your calendars. The approximate cost per person is $550 – which includes transportation, meals, gear, tents, and canoes. Watch the bulletin, Pilgrim, and e-mail for further details from Dave, and for information about meetings to prepare for this fabulous experience.
Mark Your Calendars 
· Confirmation Meeting- Wednesday, September 15th at 8 pm for 8th graders, parents, and sponsors in the Chapel.
· 1st Confirmation class- Sunday, September 19th at 10:30 am in the Confirmation Classroom, Room LL1.
· Confirmand & Sponsor Dinner/ Fall Lock-in – Friday, October 1st- Saturday, October 2nd
· Confirmation Day at Elmhurst College- October 2nd
· Pre-Confirmation/Confirmation Retreat- January 14-16th, 2011 (MLK Weekend) – Faith Papers assigned during retreat
· Confirmation Faith Papers Due- Sunday, April 17th, 2011
· Confirmation Canoe Trip- Sunday, July 31 –Saturday, August 6, 2011
Complete & Return
· Youth Registration 2010-2011 
· Confirmation Information 2010-2011 Form 
· Activity Waiver and Medical Release Form
· Confirmation Fee of $35, check payable to FCCGE by September 15, 2010
· Turn in your check for $135 for the Confirmation Retreat by October 3, 2010
If your 8th grader does not wish to participate in Confirmation, or cannot attend certain events, please contact me 469-3096 x28 or rachel@firstconge.org, we’d love the opportunity to speak with you about this. We look forward to a truly awesome year of accompanying your youth on their faith journey. 

Peace, 

Rachel Bahr 

Director of Youth Ministry
First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn

535 Forest Ave, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
630.469.3096 x 28

rachel@fristconge.org
Enclosed: Program Calendar, Confirmation Information 2010-2011 Form, Youth Activity Waiver and Medical Release Form, Youth Education Registration Form
