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2010 - 2011 Church School and Nursery Care

When and Who and Where

Our program year is mid-September through mid-May each year with a modified church school program from mid-May through mid-September.  Infants, toddlers and preschoolers attend classes for the entirety of each worship service.  Kindergarten through 8th graders begin in worship with their families.  During the Passing of the Peace, K-6th meet and depart with Keepers in the narthex for Gathering Time and then workshops, while 7th and 8th graders also depart for separate classrooms.  Parents pick up their children, following worship, in the workshop listed on the back page of that morning's bulletin. Senior High youth have opportunities to continue their faith journeys through volunteering and adult education.

· Infants & Toddlers through age 2 (both services) are cared for by our staff Childcare Coordinators and volunteers.  The nursery is located on the main level next to the parking lot entrance.

· Preschoolers up to age 5 (both services) enjoy age appropriate activities with time for fellowship and snacks as they learn about God's grace and love via Bible stories, crafts, songs and games.  The two preschool classrooms are located on the lower level.

· Kindergarten through 6th graders - "Lighting the Way" (both services) participate in our "Lighting the Way" Rotation Model church school which teaches major Bible stories and concepts through kid-friendly multimedia workshops - art, drama, games, computers, film, storytelling, cooking and Bible exploration.  Each workshop uses the same Bible story during the course of three to six weeks.  The curriculum supports the “multiple intelligence” theory that people  have different learning styles.*  Six of the workshops (Rainbow Studio, SonShine Theater, Lamppost Arcade, Windows to God, Starlight Cinema and Temple of Light) are located on the upper level, Cooking Light is located in the kitchen and/or Pilgrim Hall on the lower level and The Lighthouse is located in the Chapel Loft accessed on the lower level.

· 7th graders (10:30 a.m. only) begin in worship and depart for their classroom for their Pre-confirmation class located in the Youth Room of the lower level.

· 8th graders (10:30 a.m. only) begin in worship and depart for their classroom for their Confirmation class located on the north wing of the lower level.

What is taught?

Our curriculum taking the Bible seriously but not literally.  Bible literacy, life applications of scripture lessons, Christian and United Church of Christ traditions and sacraments, and individual and small group faith practices are a part of our curriculum.

Who will teach my child?

Volunteer Keepers and Workshop Leaders mentor and teach our K-6th grade church school (Lighting the Way).  Keepers alternate Sundays throughout the entire year, greet and escort children to workshops; and are a constant, encouraging and supportive presence.  A Workshop Leader teaches the same lesson to each class during the unit rotation.  The Keeper assists with the class.  A dedicated team of teachers and assistants teach the preschool, 7th grade and 8th grade classes.  Information on our "Safe Sanctuary" policy available in the church office or at http://www.firstconge.org/safesanctuary.html.

For additional information or to volunteer

Contact Director of Christian Education, Catherine Curtis at 469-3096 ext. 23 or catherine@firstconge.org

*Excerpted from www.rotation.org "The Workshop Rotation Model" Neil Macqueen 
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TF², Youth Fellowship for 3rd, 4th and 5th Graders

TF² is a youth fellowship for older elementary school students and meets bi-monthly. Throughout the year we play engaging games and explore our faith using exciting group activities. Our hope is to grow together into a caring community in a fun, comfortable, and energetic setting. We intentionally incorporate spiritual practices that deepen our time together and share our “Faithful Acts.”  Faithful Acts are ways that students and leaders actively live out our faith.  Examples of Faithful Acts include: sitting with the kid who never has a friend at lunch; caring for a sick animal or standing up to a bully.  We want your youth to be part of TF²!

All elementary school aged friends aged 3rd-5th grade are welcome to attend TF2. It is not necessary for a child to attend FCCGE church school or be part of a family that worships here. We welcome everyone at anytime!
Now for the nuts and bolts…

TF2 meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month from 5:30-6:30 p.m. This year we begin on Wednesday, September 22.  Our year long calendar is enclosed. We will begin all youth fellowships in the Confirmation Classroom, on the lower level of the church, and most nights we move to Pilgrim Hall for our large group games and end our time in the Confirmation Classroom with prayer. To access the Confirmation Classroom, enter the building through the parking lot doors and use the North Stairwell to the lower level, the Confirmation Classroom is the first classroom on right. 

Breaking bread with one another is essential for us as a Christian community and gives elementary students a chance to hang with the Junior High Youth Group. Dinner is served directly after TF2 from 6:30-7pm, however it is optional. Children not opting for dinner are escorted by a leader to the parking lot entrance for pick-up at 6:35pm. Children staying for dinner will be escorted by a leader to the parking lot entrance for pick-up at 7:00pm.
This group is led by Rachel Bahr, Director of Youth Ministries, Caroline Andres, Youth Education Coordinator, as well as a lead parent.
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Junior High Youth Fellowship for 6th, 7th and 8th  graders

Junior High Youth Fellowship is for youth in grades 6th, 7th and 8th. In the midst of the transition, growth and just plain silliness of the Junior High years we intentionally make space for moments of true communion; where each of us in the beauty of God’s diversity come together to play and to affirm one another. This is what makes youth fellowship different from school and other after school activities. Junior High Youth Fellowship encourages a community of care and respect that is open and vulnerable to real feelings and experiences; where it does not matter who’s friends with whom; or what to say and what not to say.
It is not necessary for a student to be attending FCCGE church school or be part of a family that worships here.  It is also possible to join during the school year. We welcome any student at any time.
Now for the nuts and bolts…

We meet in Pilgrim Hall every Wednesday night for dinner from 6:30-7 pm, and then have youth fellowship from 7-8:30 pm. Our first night of fellowship is Wednesday, September 22, 2010.  Dinner is optional, although encouraged. After dinner we gather each Wednesday in Pilgrim Hall, and sometimes break out to lower and upper level classrooms.

To access Pilgrim Hall, enter the building through the parking lot doors and use the North Stairwell to the lower level, Pilgrim Hall is located in the middle of the lower level near the church kitchen. 
Our returning volunteer leaders for this year include: Katherine Hagman, Richard Jones, Danae Marcus, Mike Sear, Amy Thompson, and Sara Waterloo. I’m really thankful to have the support from such a talented group of adults in our congregation. And once again we will be joined by our two fabulous student leaders from our Senior High, Nikolette Latzke and Kyle Oberst and this year Youth Coordinator, Caroline Andres will also join us.
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Continuing the “4 Nights” Weekly Junior High Fellowship: 
Large Group, Small Group, Spiritual Practice & Service & Justice Night
Large Group Night
Purpose
· Youth are encouraged to bring friends on these nights!
· Reaching out to share our faith and our spiritual community
Content
· Games, Activities, Outings
· Large Group Fellowship
Small Group Night
· Intended to establish relationships across groups of friends, schools, and towns
· Develop trust, deeper bonds among our youth and with our leaders
· Offering safe spaces for youth to have discussions that dive deeper into harder issues or questions   
Content
· Book and movie discussions with applicable biblical/theological connection 
· Joys and concerns each week 
 
Consistent small groups stay as groups throughout the year (mixed age and gender)
Service & Justice Night
Purpose
· Providing Opportunities for Faithful Action
· Building new friendships while working on a common purpose
Content 
· Individual and long term service project(s) 
· Space for reflection and dialogue on our “work”; connecting it to our spiritual lives
Youth divides into workgroups according to their interests or gifts
Spiritual Practice Night
Purpose
· Nurturing spaces for youth to be still and present in the moment; present to God and others
· Empowering Youth to plan and lead worship
· Teaching spiritual disciplines from our faith tradition and other traditions for individual practice
Content
· Communal Worship, Testimony, Communion, Baptism, etc…
· Personal Practices, i.e. Ignatian Examen, Lectio Devina, Centering Prayer
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