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FCCGE Senior High Youth Fellowship  

Senior High Youth Fellowship is for all incoming 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade youth. Our youth are athletes, musicians, intellectuals, agnostics, faith seekers and much, much more. Our youth come to youth group because it’s fun, they can learn about the Christian faith, and they want to explore and test out their beliefs among friends. We encourage independent, critical thinking, and we hope for moments of “communion”- space where we are truly being present to one another; where openings of grace occur and honest sharing happens. It’s these moments that create the friendships and community that make us who we are.

Senior High Youth Fellowship meets weekly, on Sunday nights from 7-8:30pm in the Youth Room, on the lower level of our church building. Each night we spend time nurturing our friendships. We explore topics and issues that relate to the lives of our young people and their spiritual journeys, and we end the night with small group break-outs and large group prayer. 

We have an exciting year planned filled with lock-ins, outings, retreats, social justice projects, and work camp - all geared toward deepening our faith and creating life-long friendships. All youth are welcome to attend. It is not necessary for youth to attend FCCGE church or be part of a family that worships here. We welcome everyone at anytime!

Senior High Youth Fellowship Kick-Off BBQ

Our Kick-off BBQ is coming up on Rally Day Sunday, September 12th! We are excited to gather together again and we are especially excited to welcome our incoming freshmen to Senior High Youth Fellowship. The BBQ will be a fabulous night of fun, games, and food. We are blessed to have the Sanders/O’Connell Family host the BBQ this year, at 41 Dorset Ct., Glen Ellyn, IL.  The BBQ will last from 6-8:30 pm.

FYI FOR PARENTS: We are planning on sending our upperclassmen youth to “kidnap” all freshmen, and they will show up in the afternoon between 5-6 pm to pick up your 9th graders for the BBQ. This is our way of inducting all 9th graders into the group. Please know if you answer the door and find Charlton Heston standing at the door this is merely a costume that one of our upperclassmen may be wearing. If you don’t want your freshmen to be kidnapped, please let me know, Rachel@firstconge.org. 

Senior High 2010-2011 Events & Opportunities

We have some truly exciting opportunities ahead in the coming year; some new and some expected activities. Please see the enclosed calendar for a full list of activities for the 2010-2011 program year.

Senior High Canoe Trip

Sunday, September 26th from 10:30- 5pm we will canoe the Fox River, this is a trip designed specifically for the incoming youth and their upperclassmen “buddy.” This buddy is the upperclassman who kidnapped their freshmen for the BBQ. Senior High Leader, Jason Gottsacker, will be coordinating the trip. Please e-mail Jason, jgottsac@technologist.com, and RSVP by Sunday, September 12th, 2010. Cost for the trip is $30.
Senior High Trip to Six Flags Great America Frightfest

Sunday, October 24th, Senior High will go to Frightfest at Six Flags Great America. This is a fun fellowship opportunity; please RSVP to Rachel Bahr, by Sunday, October 10th. Further details will follow.

Sleep Out Saturday

Sleep Out Saturday is an experiential, awareness raising event for the Bridge Communities, an organization that assists persons and families who are without permanent shelter to make their lives more stable.  Each year, at the beginning of November, the youth of our church collect pledges for Bridge and sleep out on the front lawn “imagining” for a night what living in tent might be like. Please remember that we’re asking that each youth commit to collecting $100 for the Bridge Communities, which would cover 4 nights of shelter for a homeless family. This year Sleep Out is Saturday, November 6th- Sunday November 7th. All youth who attend this event must collect $100 in pledges to participate, but why stop at $100 when you could collect $250 or $500 in pledges. Please mark your calendars for this fabulous educational event. Further details will follow.

Senior High Holiday Lock-in

Come out and celebrate with us Friday, December 10th. Senior High Lock-ins have developed a reputation for being fun and more fun. Bring a gag-gift for our Gift Giving Activity, and be prepared to watch some of Pastor Seth’s favorite movies. Activities in the past have included pizza decorating, duct taping willing participants to a wall, cookie baking, playing sardines, and much, much more! 
Senior High Ski Trip

We are excited to take our youth on a January Ski Trip. What better way to celebrate the end of finals than to go skiing with your youth group! Please set aside January 28-30th on your calendars for this fabulously fun opportunity. Ski Instructor and congregation member, Jim Schuchardt, will be providing ski lessons for all interested youth. Turn in your deposit of $100 by October 3, 2010, to Rachel Bahr to reserve your spot; we anticipate the trip to cost in the range of $250. 

Work Camp

Senior High Work Camp is the culmination of the program year. Our youth look forward to this event all year long. This year Work Camp will be the week of June 12-18, 2011 and we will be going to South Carolina, to work with Rural Missions, an organization that helps with Hurricane Relief Efforts off the coast. Please check the bulletin, the Pilgrim, and for e-mails concerning Work Camp. We will begin taking deposits in October for church members (generally we request a $200 deposit), and beginning in January we will open it to non-church members. Work Camp is coordinated by Laura Anderson, laurapanderson@comcast.net, and she can answer any of the questions that you might have throughout the year. 

Student Leadership & Youth Council

We count on the leadership of our Senior High Youth for various volunteer positions in our church both in church school and in youth fellowship. Our student leaders are also taking on leadership as buddies to incoming freshmen, event planning, and as leaders at Junior High and Senior High youth fellowship. All youth interested in serving as student leaders in the coming year should speak with Rachel Bahr to discuss ways to get involved. We are having a Volunteer Orientation for all leaders, including our Student Leaders, Sunday, August 29th, from 10:45 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Chapel. Following this Orientation will be the 1st Youth Council Meeting of the year from 1-2 pm. Please RSVP on Facebook.

What is Youth Council?

Senior High Youth made up of upperclassmen (10th-12th) that are responsible for living out a culture of hospitality and friendship. Senior High Youth Fellowship is successful primarily because of the enthusiasm and leadership of Youth Council Members. Serving on Youth Council is a deeper commitment; taking leadership roles above and beyond participation in youth fellowship.

The role of a Youth Council Member includes a willingness to share one’s spiritual life, serving as an advocate for peers and for their faith; working as a leader to help create the program throughout the year.

Youth Council Expectations

1) Leading 1 event per season.

2) Sign- up for a volunteer role 2x a month.

3) Attend youth group regularly and events

4) Attend ALL youth council meetings

Senior High Youth Fellowship Leaders

Our weekly adult leaders in the coming year will be Jason Gottsacker, Steve Jungling, Sherry Crumbaugh, Rev. Seth Ethan Carey and I. We are blessed to have the support from such a devoted group of adults in our congregation. We will continue to have the support of Laura Anderson as Work Camp Coordinator. 

Staying Connected & Informed

We’ve been communicating directly with your teens, almost exclusively, through the First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn Senior High Youth Group Facebook Group. Please know that we will send monthly parent updates through e-mail, especially since information often doesn’t reach the parents. We will send occasional updates through post office, but watch for announcements at the beginning of worship, the weekly bulletin, and the Pilgrim newsletter.

If you have any questions during the year, please don't hesitate to contact me, Rachel@firstconge.org. We look forward to a truly awesome year of accompanying your youth on their faith journey. 

Peace, 

Rachel Bahr 

Director of Youth Ministry

First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn

535 Forest Ave, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
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