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Tower Hill Camping Weekend

Friday, July 8 – Sunday, July 10, 2011
In the past few years we’ve had as many as 100 attendees for this weekend - great way to meet people!

Contact Catherine Curtis, Director of Christian Education, ext. 23 or catherine@firstconge.org or Linda Sear, Youth Education Coordinator, ext. 28 or linda@firstconge.org for further details. 

Information:

	Location 

· Tower Hill in Sawyer, Michigan at 12173 Tower Hill Road - phone 269-426-3881 (adjacent to Warren Dunes State Park)

	

	

	

	


· See their website for more details & driving directions:  http://www.il-odm.org/home/content/blogcategory/23/27/  

· Tower Hill is an hour ahead of Chicago HOWEVER we run the weekend on Chicago time

· Map of Tower Hill camp is available on the church website at http://www.firstconge.org/pdfs/Tower%20Hill%20Map.pdf 
· No phones in the lodges

Lodgers We have reserved Schrag Hall (#1, #2, #3) and Edwards Hall – Schrag rooms are assigned on a first come, first served basis

· Edwards Hall lodgers - Sheets & bath towels provided

· Dormitory-style bunks for 10 people

· Refrigerator, coffee pot, microwave

· 1 full bath, 2 half baths shared

· Schrag lodgers - Sheets & bath towels provided

· Private bedrooms for 33 people

· Semi-private bathrooms

Campers

· We have three of the four meadow campsites reserved – 2 of the 3 have electric w/five families per site

· Showers, flush toilets, camp fire rings, grills nearby – about a 1 to 2 minute walk

· Camp ground is five to ten minute walk to lodges, playground

· Drive to campground to left of dining hall, down hill, turn right and straight past bath house on your right & tennis courts on left

All Attendees

· Supplies for all participants to bring:  sunscreen, bug spray, flashlights, portable cooler, labeled water bottle for each family member

· Things you shouldn't bring:  pets, dress-up clothes for Sunday morning worship
· New activity this year - fishing on the St. Joe river - contact Heidi King for details at flyingfast3@hotmail.com
· Cost varies per number of children and adults and includes lodging and “pooled” food supplies and paper goods - CHILDREN AGE 4 AND UNDER ARE FREE FOR LODGING
· In the past under the former director of the Tower Hill, we brought "festive, adult beverages" and drank them discreetly in the private areas where we were camping and lodging.  This director is no longer at Tower Hill so we need to be extremely respectful of other campers and the camp staff as we relax.
============================================================================================

Weekend Overview

1. Friday: 

a. Arrive early afternoon (2 p.m. Michigan time) to late evening – hint:  if you are tent camping, arrive while it is still light enough to set-up camp 

b. Friday evening supper is "on your own"

1. there are a bunch of restaurants nearby ranging from McDonalds to more formal sit-down meals

2. pack a picnic lunch for your family and enjoy it on the beach or with the others at the lodge or camp ground

3. bring your own meat or vegetarian items to grill along with chips, etc. to share (grills available – coordinate charcoal & lighter w/other families)

c. Activities in the evening

1. Playground, Beach time, pick-up games of softball, board games, crafts

2. Hint:  pack your lunch for tomorrow tonight and put your water bottles and sandwiches in the freezer

3. Campfire, s’mores, glow sticks, stories

2. Saturday: 

a. Morning campfire in meadow campground 

b. Continental breakfast set-up in main room of the Schrag Hall along with lunch-making items and snacks.  You can also buy your lunch at the Warren Dunes concession stands but lines can be long. 

c. Gather your beach gear and head to the beach – alcohol NOT ALLOWED at Warren Dunes, it will be dumped out and you will be ticketed

1. Must-haves

1. beach shoes (the sand gets VERY hot)

2. sunscreen

3. towels

4. coolers with frozen drinks (they thaw quickly!)

5. sun glasses

2. Optional but a good idea:  

1. If you have a sun umbrella or pop-open sun shade, it’s great to bring that along, we all help each other carry things and kids

2. Large sheet to sit on 

3. Hats

4. Beach chairs

5. backpacks are easier to haul things/babies

6. plastic sled to pull stuff on sand

7.  walkie-talkies

3. Fun things to bring

1. sand toys

2. pool toys

3. beach reading for kids and adults

4. kites 

5. games

d. The walk to the beach is a bit long.  Kids age four and older can usually do it themselves but beware, you might be carrying them on the way home.  It is shaded most of the way and you are walking through open woodland, in a shallow creek (beach shoes are better than sandals or flip-flops for this) and on the beach. 

1. Option is to drive, pay, park at the Warren Dunes HOWEVER you’ve still got a longer walk over the sand 

2. stay as long as you wish at the beach and have lunch or snacks there 

e. Head back to tents and lodging for clean-up 

f. Afternoon is usually spent with naps for littlest kids, playground, games, sometimes folks do a scavenger hunt, hiking, playground – it’s very laid-back 

g. 5:30 p.m. Chicago time - Supper in the dining hall is prepared for us 

h. Evening activities

1. Campfire with s’mores, glow sticks, stories, if you play guitar – bring it

2. Warren Dunes evening activities in parking lot – kid friendly ghost stories, star gazing

3. Sunday 

a. Breakfast at the lodge 

b. Outdoor worship service at 9:30 a.m.

c. Pack-up 

d. Lodgers are responsible for stripping their beds and bring all linens from room to hall

e. BOTH Campers and Lodgers are asked to help clean-up the kitchen & common areas 

f. Check-out 11:00 a.m.

g. As desired

1. More beach time

2.  Antique shopping

3. Go home to sleep and shower

Special Notes for first time attendees:

· If you have younger kids without tent camping experience, lodging is probably the better option your first year.  

· The camping meadow is a relaxed ten-minute walk or fast five-minute walk to the lodge.  You also have the option of driving your vehicle down to the campground in the evenings for the campfire and the littler kids can sack out in the vehicles for the drive up to the lodge later.

· Each family signs up for duties over the weekend to spread out the work and preparation.  Examples:  purchase and bring food, purchase and bring paper goods, plan and lead worship, bring s’mores supplies, bring games, breakfast set-up mornings, breakfast clean-up one of the mornings, camp photographer

Family “scholarships”

If your family would like to attend Gurney Weekend but the cost is prohibitive, please contact Catherine Curtis at catherine@firstconge.org or 630-469-3096 ext. 23 to confidentially discuss financial assistance.

